
01  THE HOOK 


02  WHY MARKINGS ARE REQUIRED 

OSHA requires that every disconnect, switch, and over-current device (their term for circuit breakers) 
be clearly marked to show its purpose. That means service lines, feeder lines, branch circuits, and the 
breakers feeding light fixtures and receptacles. The marking must be at the point where the circuit 
originates and at any subsequent disconnect down the line.

There’s only one exception: when a disconnect is installed and arranged so its purpose is obvious at a 
glance. Mounted right on the equipment, in plain sight, no chance of confusion. Outside that one 
exception, no marking equals a code violation, and worse, an injury waiting to happen.

03  PROPERLY MARKED VS. NOT ACCEPTABLE 
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S T A R T  H E R E  

Picture this. You’re about to work on a piece of equipment. You walk to the panel, you flip the 
breaker you think is the right one, and you go to work. But the label is faded. The schedule on 
the inside of the panel door is blank. The breaker you flipped wasn’t the right one. The 
equipment is still hot, and so is the wire you’re about to put your hand on. This is how 
electricians and maintenance guys get killed. Not because they didn’t know what they were 
doing, but because the labels lied to them or weren’t there at all.

✓   P R O P E R LY  M A R K E D ✗   N O T  A C C E P TA B L E

L A B E L  

Clear, durable label naming the equipment it 
controls (e.g., “Motor No. 2”)

L A B E L  

Faded, scratched, missing, or covered in paint, 
dirt, or grease

P A N E L  

Every breaker has a clear directory or schedule 
mounted inside the door

P A N E L  

Blank schedule, hand-scrawled notes, or breakers 
labeled “spare” when they’re live
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04  HOW MARKINGS GO BAD 

Even good labels deteriorate. The site walks of disconnects and panels need to look for these failures:

□   Faded text from sun, heat, or UV exposure on outdoor disconnects.

□   Smudged or washed-off ink from moisture, condensation, or rain.

□   Corroded or peeled labels from chemical exposure or solvents.

□   Dirt, paint over-spray, or grease building up over the marking.

□   Worn-off lettering on heavily-used switches and disconnects.

□   Outdated panel schedules that no longer match the actual circuits.


05  WHY IT MATTERS 


06  TODAY’S DRILL 


07  CREW DISCUSSION 

Take 2 minutes. Pick one.

1.  Has anyone here ever flipped what they thought was the right breaker, only to find out it wasn’t? What 
happened?


D U R A B I L I T Y  

Marking holds up to moisture, sun, heat, and 
chemicals in that work area

D U R A B I L I T Y  

Sharpie on tape that smudged. Sticker peeled off. 
Engraving filled with grime

E X C E P T I O N  

Disconnect is mounted directly on the equipment, 
in plain sight, no doubt what it controls

E X C E P T I O N  

Disconnect is in another room, behind equipment, 
or one of several similar units

⚠  D O N ’ T  M A R K  I T  Y O U R S E L F  

If you find an unmarked or unreadable disconnect, do NOT label it yourself unless you’re 
authorized. Guessing wrong on a label is worse than no label at all because the next person trusts 
it. Report missing or worn markings to your supervisor or safety rep. They get a qualified 
electrician to trace the circuit end-to-end and label it accurately.

[ JOBSITE ] 

F O R  T H E  C R E W  

A panel with accurate labels saves 
minutes when something goes 
down and saves lives when 
somebody needs to kill power fast 
in an emergency. Bad labels cost 
downtime. Worse labels cost lives.

[ INDIVIDUAL ] 

F O R  Y O U  

You don’t want to be the guy who 
flipped what he thought was the 
right breaker. Verify before you 
trust the label. If the label is 
unclear, stop. Ask a qualified 
person to confirm.

[ HOME ] 

F O R  L I F E  O F F - S I T E  

The panel in your basement or 
garage works the same way. 
Spend 30 minutes mapping it 
once. Tape a clean directory inside 
the door. Future you will thank 
present you when something trips 
at 11 PM.

T O D AY ’ S  D R I L L     W A L K  T H E  P A N E L S  

Before lunch, walk every electrical panel and disconnect in your work area. Eyes on every label. 
Anything missing, faded, painted over, or wrong gets photographed, written down, and reported to 
the supervisor by end of shift. We don’t fix them ourselves. We get them traced and re-labeled by 
someone qualified.
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2.  Walk through your work area in your head. Which panels and disconnects do you trust? Which ones don’t you 
trust?

3.  What’s our process on this site for getting an unmarked or wrongly-marked disconnect re-labeled? Does 
everyone here know it?
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08  ATTENDANCE & SIGN-OFF 

All attendees confirm they participated in this Toolbox Talk and understand the content covered.


S U P E R V I S O R  S I G N A T U R E 

_____________________________________________         Date: _______________


N A M E  ( P R I N T ) S I G N AT U R E

 

R E A D Y  T O  D I G I T I Z E  Y O U R  T O O L B O X  TA L K S ?  

Digital sign-offs, instant distribution, and your full safety program in one place. No more paper. 

Book a demo at  skillsignal.com

SkillSignal Toolbox Talk  ·  Identifying Disconnects and Breakers  ·  skillsignal.com

https://skillsignal.com
https://skillsignal.com

